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ORDER 
 This assessee’s appeal for assessment year 2016-17, arises 

against the Commissioner of Income Tax (Appeals)/National 

Faceless Appeal Centre [in short, the “CIT(A)/NFAC”], Delhi’s DIN 

and order no. ITBA/NFAC/S/250/2025-26/1080323022(1), dated 

03.09.2025 involving proceedings under section 147 r.w.s. 144 of 

the Income-tax Act, 1961 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Act’). 

 Heard both the parties. Case file perused. 

2. It emerges at the outset during the course of hearing that 

there arises the first and foremost issue of validity of the impugned 

reopening itself since the learned assessing authority had issued 
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section 148 notice to the assessee on 30th March, 2023 i.e after 

more than three years from the end of the relevant assessment year 

herein AY 2016-17. The Revenue could hardly dispute that going 

by section 149(1)(b) of the Act, the only exception in clauses (i) to 

(iii) which has been stipulated by the legislature is in an instance 

of escaped income which amounts to or likely to Rs. 50 lakhs or 

more which is not the case in the assessee’s appeal before the 

tribunal.  

3. Faced with this situation, the tribunal finds merit in the 

assessee’s instant first and foremost legal ground/argument to 

quash the impugned reopening as barred by limitation under 

section 149(1)(b) to reject the Revenue’s vehement contentions in 

very terms. Ordered accordingly.  

4. This assessee’s appeal is allowed.  

Order pronounced in the open court on 25th November, 2025 

 Sd/- 
  (SATBEER SINGH GODARA) 
  JUDICIAL MEMBER 

 

Dated: 3rd December, 2025. 
RK/- 
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