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GST Notices of

%1.45Lcr Sent out

inDecforFY18

Flurry of demands
over discrepancies
In ITC, returns ahead
of Dec 31 deadline

AnuradhaShukla

New Delhi: Goods and services
tax (GST)authorities have sent
demand notices of ?1.45 lakh
crore to about 1,500 businesses
in December over discrepanci-
es inannual returnsandclaims
for input tax credit for financial
year 2018, said officials.

The large number is because
the last date for serving notices
for 2017-18 was December 31,
2023. “There was a deadline fac-
tor,” said a senior official, who
did not wish to be identified.

“The %1.45 lakh crore compri-
ses penalty and interest,” he sa-
id. Atotalof 7.25million GST're-
turns were filed in 2017-18. Only
a small proportion were picked
up for scrutiny for short pay-
ment of taxes, said the official.

For 2017-18 and 2018-19, 48,000
GST returns were picked up for
scrutiny by December 30 after
discrepancies were detected or
if flagged by the system, the of-
ficial said, without givinga bre-
akup for both years.

With the 2017-18 time limit lap-
sed, the department has shifted
its focus to 2018-19 and the volu-

mn nf matinne masr inneaacn in

Time to Pay

7.25 million GST returns
were filed during 2017-18
e

About 1,500 ., More tax

businesses | notices likely
slapped as deadline
with GST for 2018-19,
demands 2019-20

in December | approaches
Total of 48,000 cases YWl

picked up for scrutiny
for 2017-18, 2018-19 |

rII

Scrutin
o
=

discrepancies

in tax

payments,

input tax

claims
the coming days, said officials.
“Of all returns for FY19 picked
up for scrutiny, 8,000 are due for
further scrutiny,” said the offi-
cial cited earlier. The govern-
ment hasextended the deadline
for issuing demand notices for
discrepancies in returns for
2018-19 and 2019-20 to April 30,

from March 31 earlier.

Another reason for wide-scale
issuance of notices is weak tax
recovery in cases where eva-
sion wasdetected, officials said.
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